
 
Christmas Singing, Sharing Time or combined 

 
I’m going to have the children pull items out of a bag and talk about the symbols 
of Christmas and sing songs that go with each one.  You can use pictures 
(attachment), or items listed: 
 
Wreath: picture of wreath  
Candle: actual small candle 
Red, green and white: a ribbon with those colors 
Evergreen tree: a branch off my Christmas tree or a mini tree from my Christmas 
village. 
Bells: A little bell 
Carols: a piece of music 
Holly: An actual Holly leaf 
Santa Claus: Santa from one of my villages 
Star: Star ornament 
Gifts: Actual wrapped Christmas present 
Candy Cane: Actual Candy cane 
 
I will also give each child a candy cane with the poem at the bottom attached to 
it. 
 
Wreath  
Wreaths, being in the shape of a circle, represent a love that knows no end. It 
signifies the love God has for us in sending His son. 
 
Song: He sent His Son p. 34 
 
Candle  
  
Before electricity candles would light the way so people could see where they 
were going. The candles were usually hand made. Great care was taken in how 
the candles were used, especially during the long, dark, cold winter months.  
When it is dark we are afraid, but the light casts away our fears. Jesus came into 
the world and taught that He is the Light of the World. He  
casts away our fears and helps us feel safe.  
  
John 8: 12  “Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the 
world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of 
life.” 
 
Song: “I’m Trying to Be Like Jesus” p. 78 (first verse) 
 
 



Red, Green & White  
  
Green signifies life. Think of spring when new green shoots push their way 
through the soil. Plants are green because of the chlorophyll which they depend 
on for making food, providing life. Green celebrates our hope for eternal life 
made possible through Jesus Christ.   
  
Red represents blood, also a life giving substance. It points our thoughts to the 
blood which Christ shed for us.   
  
White symbolizes the purity of Jesus. Because of His sacrifice we can become 
pure also.  
  
Isaiah 1:18 “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool.” 
 
Song: I Feel My Savior’s Love p.  74 (first verse) 
 
 
Evergreen Tree  
  
Do you know why this is called an evergreen tree? It keeps its green color all 
winter long.  Do you remember what green stands for? Life. The evergreen tree 
reminds us of eternal life.  Look at the needles of the fir tree, which way are they 
pointing? Up! They point towards heaven, reminding us all to look to Jesus.  
  
Isaiah 45:22 “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am 
God, and there is none else.”  
  
In biblical times, particularly in the Old Testament trees represented wisdom and 
strength. We find strength in Jesus who helps us carry our burdens. He is full of 
wisdom and truth.  
  
Hosea 14:8 “Ephraim shall say, What have I to do any more with idols? I have 
heard him, and observed him: I am like a green fir tree. From me is thy fruit 
found.”  
 

Song: Picture a Christmas p. 50 or Oh Christmas Tree 

 

Bells  
  
In the olden days animals were very valuable to people as they provided 
transportation and food. People put a bell around the neck of each sheep or cow, 
so they could hear where they were if they got lost. In the same way God values 
all people, wherever they are, and they are never lost to Him. In some places 



church bells are rung on Christmas Day to proclaim the good news of this special 
day.   
  
Psalms 100 (KJV), “1 Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.   
2 Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his presence with singing.   
3 Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we 
ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.   
4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be 
thankful unto him, and bless his name.   
5 For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all 
generations.“ 
 
Song: Christmas Bells p. 54 
 
Carols  
  
When Jesus was born an angel came to the shepherds who were out tending 
their flocks.   
  
“And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people.”  (Luke 2:10)  
  
“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men.” (Luke 2:13-14)  
  
The angels proclaimed the good news that Jesus had been born! They praised 
God. When we sing Christmas carols we too are proclaiming the good news that 
Jesus was born. We praise God when we sing.  
Psalms 47:6-7 “Sing praises to God, sing praises: sing praises unto our King, 
sing praises. For God is the King of all the earth: sing ye praises with 
understanding.”  
  
Psalms 147:1 “Praise ye the Lord: for it is good to sing praises unto our God; for 
it is pleasant; and praise is comely.”  
  
The word carol means a song of praise and joy. Christmas carols tell the story of 
Jesus’s birth sharing the joy of that good tiding with all who hear the carol.   
 
Song: Let children choose favorite carol or Silent Night 
 
Holly  
  
Show the picture of the holly leaf. Ask the children to describe what they see. 
Holly leaves have sharp points on them. It reminds us of the crown of thorns the 
Roman soldiers made and placed on Jesus’s head.  



  
John 19:2 “And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and 
they put on him a purple robe.”  
  
The red holly berries represent Jesus’s blood.  
 
Song: Mary’s Lullaby  
(The second verse talks about Jesus wearing the crown) 
 
 
St. Nicholas/Santa Claus  
  
Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, an area in present day Turkey, lived during the 4th 
century AD. He was known for his generosity and kindness to the poor. St. 
Nicholas was celebrated by many European countries. Around the 12th century 
an official church holiday was created in his honor. Saint Nicholas Day was 
celebrated on December 6, the anniversary of his death. People celebrated by 
gift-giving. In Holland good children were rewarded with coins placed in their 
shoes. Dutch settlers brought this tradition with them to America where St. 
Nicholas became the model for Santa Claus whose English name comes from 
the Dutch, Sinterklaas.  
  
Santa Claus is NOT the center of our Christmas celebrations. Santa Claus is just 
a symbol to remind us of the generosity and kindness we should have for all 
men. Jesus Christ was the perfect example of kindness. He healed the sick, 
cared for the poor, and brought peace to the hearts of men. 
 
Song: Here comes Santa Clause or Jolly Old St. Nicholas 
 
Star  
  
The Star of Bethlehem led the wise men to the Christ Child. It was heavenly sign 
of promise long years ago. God promised a Savior for the world, and the star was 
a sign of the fulfillment of that promise.  
  
Matthew 2: 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.  
  
Song: Stars Were Gleaming 
 
Gifts  
  
The first Christmas gifts were given to baby Jesus by the Wise Men.  
  
Matthew 2:11 “And when they were come into the house, they saw the young 
child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they 
had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and 



frankincense, and myrrh.”  
  
The gifts presented by the Wise Men have symbolic meaning. Gold is valuable 
and represents kingship and virtue. Frankincense (an incense) symbolizes 
priesthood and prayer. Myrrh (an embalming oil) signifies suffering and death. 
The Wise Men knew Jesus was a King, the High Priest, who would suffer and die 
for all mankind.  
  
Hebrews 7:22-28 “By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament.   
 And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered to continue by 
reason of death:   
  But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood.   
  Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by 
him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.   
  For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate 
from sinners, and made higher than the heavens;   
  Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his 
own sins, and then for the people’s: for this he did once, when he offered up 
himself.   
  For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the 
oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for 
evermore.”  
  
Just as the Wise Men thought about Jesus when choosing their gifts we think 
about the person we are giving a gift to. Gifts show we care for them and 
appreciate them. Gifts also remind us  of Jesus.  
  
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  
  
2 Corinthians 9:15 “Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.”  
 
Song: “The Nativity Song” p. 52 
(Talks about gifts of the wise men) 
 
Candy Cane  
  
The candy cane represents the shepherd's crook. This was a strong stick with a 
curved end that could be placed around the neck of a sheep that had slipped 
down the hillside, so the shepherd could pull it up to safety. The candy cane 
represents the helping hand we should show to others, and reminds us that we 
really are our brother's keeper. The original candy cane had three small red 
stripes which are the stripes of the scourging Jesus received by which we are  
healed and a large red stripe that represents the shedding of blood of Jesusso 
that we can have eternal life.   
  



Psalms 23:1-5 “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.   
   He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still 
waters.   
   He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his 
name’s sake.   
   Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.” 
Song: The Shepherd’s Carol p. 40 
I’m going to give each child a candy cane with the following attached to it: 
 

Look at the Candy Cane   
What do you see?  
Stripes that are red  
Like the blood shed for me  
White is for my Savior  
Who's sinless and pure!  
"J" is for Jesus My Lord, that's for sure!  
Turn it around  
And a staff you will see  
Jesus my shepherd  
Was born for Me!  


